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1. THANK YOU NOTE FROM OUR FAMILY
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Dear Family and Friends,

At the time, when one suffers the loss of a parent, when the only world one knows comes crashing
down and is in smithereens, words can sometimes become poor communicators and comforters
of feelings.

However, we are fully and firmly ensconced in the fact that your kind, soothing, heart-felt
condolence messages and in some cases even silence, are more than mere words or mere silence
for us.

Our sincere thanks to each one of you for your commiseration. We will try and internalize your
exhortations and keep our dad alive in our memories and will make sincere efforts to further his
strong legacy. He was truly a remarkable man and will always be our hero.

Perhaps you sent us a lovely e-card or closed your eyes in a prayer
Perhaps you sent us beautiful e-flowers, if so, we saw them there.
Perhaps you spoke the kindest words, a true well-wisher ever says
Perhaps you chose not to call to let us grieve alone for a few days

Perhaps you couldn't visit us, just kept thinking of us all this while

Your empathy still touched grieving hearts, travelling many a mile
Whatever you did to bring peace to our departed father's soul

We thank you so much from the heart, whatever was your role!

Much Love,

Srivastava Family
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LIFE JOURNEY

Our father (father-in-law) Late Sri Suresh Chandra Srivastava was born on the 29th of July, 1933
at village Maharajganj, near Gorakhpur, Uttar Pradesh (U.P.) to Late Smt. Ishwari Devi and Late
Sri Oudh Behari Lal, latter a distinguished Government Auditor.

His Grandfather (and our Great-Grandfather) Late Sri Dhrup Narayan Srivastava was a leading
Zamindar (Landlord) at village Raghupur, District Azamgarh, U.P.

However, both our Grandfather Sri Oudh Behari Lal and our father Sri Suresh Chandra Srivastava
went their own ways and chose higher education as a means to build their respective careers in
government jobs, the most common livelihood choice for intelligentsia at that time.

Our father completed his post-graduation education at St. Andrews College, Gorakhpur and
Banaras Hindu University, Varanasi followed by several specialized teachers' training courses like
L.t over time.

Our father was a man of many parts. He was a great teacher, great family-man, great
conversationalist, great linguist, erudite, progressive thinker and had varied interests like music,
writing, politics and cricket among others. He used to write lovely letters to us and his other
family members while in temporary separation for any reason.

A teacher of English language by profession, he served several government colleges in U.P,
primarily at the celebrated 200-year old, British-founded Queen's College at Varanasi.

He retired as a Principal in 1993 after having served as the head of State Council of Educational
Research and Training (SCERT), U.P state-level counterpart of NCERT at Allahabad.

Our father got married our mother Smt. Vidyawati Srivastava in 1964 and our parents raised their
thinly-spaced four children primarily at Varanasi with care, foresight, sacrifice, love and discipline
and provided the best for them despite their modest means and financial limitations. Our father's
most favourite quote was- "Money is for Life; Money is not life ".

Our father was a self-made man. Traversing several early challenges in life with aplomb including
the unfortunate loss of his mother at the age of nine and financial constraints of a typical large
middle-class family of those times, he fulfilled all his self-assumed and given responsibilities of
his family with distinction including but not limited to supporting his father in the education and
marriages of seven siblings, supporting the construction of the family house and later affording
the best possible education to his own children available in the town at that time.

Our father selflessly and gradually assumed the role of a patriarch after the passing away of his
father Sri Oudh Behari Lal in 1980. He was a symbol of his large family's unity and did yeoman's
service to keep the three generations of family's flock together.
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A few years after retirement of father in 1992, our parents bravely chose to move to Pune from
Varanasi/Lucknow and then to Mumbai in order to allow their children stay with them or closer
to them. It was due to this decision, that our own children could have the invaluable opportunity
to stay and grow-up under the tutelage and influence of their distinguished grandparents and
could begin to learn and imbibe the family value system at a young age.

Keeping Mumbai as a base, our father travelled far and wide, within India and overseas, with his
family and created unforgettable memories for us including for his grandchildren.

We think it is our privilege to have been born to our incredible parents. We count our blessings
that we were able to spend the last 25 years or so of our father's life with him and/or in his close
proximity.

He was seraphic even when he was physically present with us in this world. His biggest legacy to
us and onwards to our own children is that he implicitly trusted us and allowed us to make all our
important life decisions ourselves, with their success and failures. In that, he clearly had faith and
confidence in his own value system that he imparted to us. They don't make him like him
anymore.

Our father left for his heavenly abode on the 25th of March 2020 at Mumbai. He fought his health
problems right till the end with endless valour, hope and positivity and left big life lessons for us
to imbibe.

Our father was a pious, religious, learned, compassionate and a great human being to begin with.
It is impossible for us to capture his entire life in few words here. However, our attempt herein
is to show a glimpse of his life to his future generations in the hope that these will one day realise
how great the patriarch was and how (together with our mother), he shaped and built our lives
and gave his next generations a great future. We have come this far entirely off his capital and
from here on, we shall live off from the same. His simplicity, vision and strong value-system shall
be the biggest endowment for us and our further generations.

May God bless the soul of our great father!

Preeti, Vipul, Mukul, Minu
Arun, Urvashi, Shipra, Kunal
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Family Tree

[ Phere we come from! ]

Sh. Awadh Bihari La Smt. Ishwari Devi  Smt. Ram Surat Devi Sh Ramiji Lal

Sh. Suresh Chandra | | Smt. Vidyawati |
@‘ Vilul Urvashl Ml‘(ul Shipra ée

Arun  Preeti Mlnu Kunal

1
0e 8¢

Urja Viaan
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Nothing but Memory Remains
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Papa's Life Mantras and Favourite Quotes

[

. Heart within and God Overhead
2. Money is for life, Money is not life
3. 1am not a King but a King-maker
4. Don’t worry, be Happy

5. Cut Your Coat according to Your Cloth

[2)]

. More things are wrought by prayers than this world dreams of

~N

. Teach your tongue to tell the truth

8. Worthy son of a worthy father

9. Do thy duty, reward is not thy concern

10. Man proposes, God disposes

11. Empty mind is a devil’s workshop

12. Some people are born great, some achieve greatness and some have greatness thrust upon them
13. Empty purse is a great curse

14. Child is the father of man

15. We are not to question why; we are but to do and die
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16. -He who knows not, and knows not that he knows not, is a fool. Shun him
-He who knows not and knows that he knows not is simple. Teach him.
-He who knows, and knows not that he knows, is asleep. Wake him.
-He who knows and knows that he knows is wise. Follow him.

17. My crown is in my heart, not on my head; not decked with diamonds and Indian stones, nor to be
seen: my crown is called content, a crown it is that seldom kings enjoy.

18. Law breakers are more intelligent than law makers.
19. He that is down, needs fear no fall.

20. A thing of beauty is a joy forever

21. frgi #t Qs Afig a9
22. 98 Bt 8, A1 8, SH Y & THM gidil &
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Arun Saxena
Elder Son-In-Law

When | first met him in the year 2000 at his Shinde Garden family home at Pune, | could see a
simple, down to earth, loving personality behind a smiling face. Little did | know that this person
is going to be my close friend rather than father-in-law.

As time flew by, | was overwhelmed by the qualities that my new friend possessed. With every
fresh meeting there was something new to learn from him. He shared a lot of his personal views,
family issues, his good times and hard times and used to have heart to heart talk with me. | have
many happy memories of touring with him to cities like Mathura, Vrindavan, Mount Abu, Goa,
Mahabaleshwar, Panchgani, Gothivare village, Lavassa, Sula Vineyard, Nasik, Shirdi, etc. During
these trips he was very happy and chirpy and had the energy to bear the fatigue like a youngster
giving tough competition to me whether it was climbing hills or travelling non-stop by car.

Possessive he was..... of his house keys, suitcase keys, purse and mobile. Never parted with these
and never ever lost any of these in his life time. Well-read person, with hunger for news, ever
ready to update others with his knowledge.

Lately, he became very withdrawn from the society and spoke less. | understood that he was not
well. He fought bravely and well with his ailments, never revealing his pain and distress, hiding
these behind his smile. When he used to get caught, he fought like a kid as if it is not a big deal.

As all the good things have an end, this pure, happy and healthy soul had its purpose completed
and was preparing to leave. | felt his telepathic call to me that ... come let’s meet on the last lap
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of my relay of life. | rushed from Thane to Hinduja hospital on 24th morning, facing the police
checks on way due to lock down. | came well prepared as he had indicated that it is his last lap in
the relay race of his life and he is reaching the finishing line soon. His run was steady and good,
but i wish he could have run slower to reach the finishing line much later. | was assured once
more that loved ones get connected by eternal telephonic system and can reach one another for
conveying special messages whenever needed.

Glancing at him for the last time and bidding goodbye at Hinduja hospital bed was painful. He
opened his eyes a little to assure me that our race is complete....and | have won! .... you have
more miles to go.... be happy with my victory here ... while | would be celebrating mine in the
heaven. With a smile he closed his eyes with a heavy breadth.

It was unbelievable, unusual, divine and very special farewell. He went in peace without
bothering others, without crowds, without socially designed rituals. An Arya samaji by thoughts
and deed, was given send-off following Arya samaj rituals. It all happened very fast with only his
family around him.

It will take up some time for us to come to terms with normal life once again without his voice,
his advice, discussions, criticism and jokes. An important part of our community will be felt as

missing.

May he be at peace wherever he is and run well in his next relay race.

Arun
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Preeti Saxena
Eldest Daughter

Papa...
If | could write a story
It would be a greatest ever told of an extremely loving father who had a heart of gold.

Papa....
You taught me to be strong, but | am sorry | can never be strong enough to accept that you are
no longer here. Remembering you is easy. | am doing it every day but missing you is the
heartache that never goes away.

| wish for you to come back.
Could you please come back and stay with us? | want to hear your voice and see your smile. |
want to hold you tight and never let go and tell you how much | love you so...

| know you can feel my tears
and you don't want me to cry, yet my heart is broken because | can't understand why someone
so precious had to die.
| pray that you will give me strength and somehow get me through.
As | struggle with the heartache that came when | Lost You.
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Papa...
My heart still aches in sadness, my silent tears still flow. For what it meant to lose you, noon
will ever know. Although you can't be here with me, We're truly not apart. Until the final breath
| take, you will be living in my heart.

Dearest Papa to hear your voice and see your smile and just to sit and talk to you would be my
greatest wish today and always....

| miss you Papa.....
You loved me for who | was and accepted me for who | was striving to become. Your positive
attitude towards life and strength give me a sense of protection. | will remember all what you

taught me.

Now that you are in Heaven Papa, You will continue to protect me. | have an angel watching
over me and | call him...Papa...

| know You are with me and | will always love and miss You with all my heart.
...... Until we meet again ....

...You are a part of my life, heart and soul forever.....

i &, . Thank you for being such an extraordinary father.....ds &

Preeti
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Vipul Srivastava
Elder Son
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BT - 2
o=, 7 AT ) g WRT T8

g, 7 BRT ot I Ry -
AR TR g HY SR |

My Children, my heart too longs for you.
| may have gone far away but in reality, the distance is not felt at all.

1T fob dal 9 foc-fired
3T H BT T SiiehT - BRI

Mingling with the rain drops, | will return in the form of soothing puffs of wind...

A IO g, faifos & ST UR-
3T fohRUN & Y WIS YAR |

Look, | am just around- on the horizon. Will keep returning to you everyday boarding the
chariot of Sun Rays....

FH1 &1 IR Bl Bt [de:] Tgdh
FHft 3o Fafsal fr AR I8 |

Will return sometimes in the form of scattered fragrance of flowers, sometimes as the melodic
chirp of unfettered birds
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e, T TRT 4 g HRT e
U $O SRR A gReH g1 gl |

Children, My heart too longs for you.
Remember, the garden doesn't always remains green...

R Fe 8 I gH it SR RN
farorfl agl ot dereiith | | S gl |

But despite the trying circumstances, please never fall weak. Your valour will keep you in good
stead in this battle.

TR T, T T Bial ol g1 8!
TT0T 7Y o 9, s R H "FR1" T8 |

Soul is Supreme, not the mortal Body. O' my dearest children, | am not dead even if life has
been snuffed out of my mortal Body.

ST b g 3 fga-fra =
S AT BT BT T IR |
Mingling with the rain drops, | will return in the form of soothing puffs of wind.

Adsgael, o » ST UR-
3T fahRUN & Y WIS YAR |

Look, | am just around-on the horizon. Will keep returning to you everyday boarding the chariot
of Sun Rays....

e, T TRT 4 g H_T e
AR TR g U SRITR 11

Children, My heart too longs for you.
| may have gone far away but in reality, the distance is not felt at all.

3 wrifan 35 wrifan 3 wifan

Om Shanti! Om Shanti! Om Shanti!

faga
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Heartfelt Tribute to Papa

Urvashi Srivastava
Elder Daughter-in-law
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Heartfelt Tribute to Papa

Mukul Srivastava
Younger Son

Tribute - 1
Dear Papa
Whilst sitting in the ambulance beside you on your last ride, | wished the following to God
One more time if.......

| could take you for a walk...
| could hear those beautiful childhood stories

| could get your watch repaired
| could comfort you not to worry about Mummy

| could eat golguppey with you
| could see you reading newspaper and discussing politics

| could see you trying to understand my job and my company
| could sleep on your bed alongside you

| could bring smile on your face with funny anecdotes
| could get your smiling picture clicked

yra i+t ysiwrfer !




Heartfelt Tribute to Papa

| could hear from you “Don’t worry, Be happy”
“Heart within God overhead”

| could see your proud face saying “mera chota beta london main hai”
| could see your favourite stick in your hand and cap on your head

| could see you rebuking me for not filing the papers properly
| could buy a new t-shirt for you

| could take you out for a drive
| could see your proud face hearing your grandchildren’s achievements

| could hear your bold voice on phone eagerly waiting to talk
| could see your optimistic face in adverse circumstances

| could take you to my home in London
| could see you talking to Shipra and Shrika fondly

| could serve youl!

Thank you for being such an affectionate father.
You will be with us forever!

Mukul
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Heartfelt Tribute to Papa

Tribute - 2

Papa
Not a single moment goes by when | do not remember you.

Your voice, Your smile, Your wisdom, Your jokes, Your one liners, Your simplicity, Your honesty,
Your hard work, Your forgiveness, Your protectiveness, Your values, Your affection, Your
handwriting, Your literary skills, Your little desires, Your optimism , Your life has been a guiding
factor for and it will remain to be.

| know you have left some of these virtues in your children but if | can be half as good as you
were, | will feel proud.

Everyday, | complain to God for taking you away from us as it looks unfair but soften myself up
with a thought that | will be chosen as your son again in the next birth.

I know you are showering your blessings upon all of us but it hurts to live
without you being around. Guide us to remain positive please.
You will always be my hero and will remain in my heart forever.

Mukul
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Heartfelt Tribute to Papa

Shipra Srivastava

Younger Daughter-in-Law

Respected Papa,
| have locked the last image of you in my memory, you came to the door to see us off, holding
your stick and wishing us safe journey. Never told anyone, but | did turn back for that last glimpse

of yours..... hoping that it wouldn’t be the last time!

But | am not going to make my last letter to you gloomy. | will continue the positivity that defined
you! The smile that was the constant!

From our first conversation in Lucknow, when you judged my English speaking, declaring proudly
‘1 give you 100/100’ to all those trips in London.... your memories only bring a smile to my face.

| know that we won’t be able to meet now, but you continue to live in my heart... a place from
where you can never depart &

Yours ‘British’ Bahu

Shipra
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Heartfelt Tribute to Papa

Kunal Gothivarekar
Younger Son-In-Law
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| met my father-in-law Sri S.C Srivastava in my college. He was paying the fee for his daughter.
February, 1997 it was. He instantly became my friend; talked about himself and his daughter.

| am a retired principal; | have come from Lucknow; my daughter is convent educated very clever
girl. Take care of her; as she is new to the city. He was the way he was a very warm kind trusting
person who obviously liked a lot to talk to people. Over period his daughter and | became friends.

Minu; as | know her; | used to visit their place and used to talk a lot to her father who by now had
become my friend. In the world where no one trusts anyone. There was one man who was ready
to trust me; was sure of my values and conditioning; who wanted me to be a friend of her
daughter and who was ready to mentor me like his son.

Papa as | called him; | always had a separate relationship with him. Irrespective of how | am with
Minu on friendly terms or on fighting terms; he always gave me my place. Kept relationship with
me. Kept talking to me. And when we were always talking back; he was ready to back me and
trust me.
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Heartfelt Tribute to Papa

There is a lot to talk about him. And he is definitely a person who can’t be explained in one
writing. Today when he is no more | wish to remember him through this blog. My father in law.
Some one who did manage to take a position of my father by his kindness and purity of heart.

I will miss you papa; but | will keep you alive through these memories and stories which | will

keep repeating all my life to make sure you are with me; in memory; no matter where you are in
this universe till eternity.

Kunal
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Heartfelt Tribute to Papa

Minu Gothivarekar
Younger Daughter

"Mere Papa", the man who always took a pride in telling the world, "meri beti MCom, MBA hai"

Today penning down the memories with him in few words is next to impossible. | was always
privileged to have a little extra of his love and attention amongst all the siblings. | will always be
grateful to God for blessing me with his presence always.

From school days till recently he always had taken interest in ups and downs of my life.l am glad
that we could share so many feelings on daily basis, | will miss eating all your favourite dishes
with you, | will miss taking you to the temple, | will miss your scoldings, | will miss your byes, | will

miss .."YOU"

God has taken away the precious gem from me but | know wherever he is, he will always shower
his smile and wishes on me.

My salute to the man of principles, pride, hard work, knowledge, positivity, wit .. the list will go
on and on. Papa thank you for inculcating the values in us and always guiding us to be a good
human being. And today, we promise to take care of mummy, which was your primary concern.

Keep Smiling wherever you are!

Mini, your favourite daughter!
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Heartfelt Tribute to Papa

Urja Srivastava
Elder Grand Daughter

wﬂ{”ﬂ”ﬂ

4’/4’/4’/4’/4’/4’/4’/MMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMM

yra =it ysiwifer 1




Heartfelt Tribute to Papa

Shrika Srivastava
Younger Grand Daughter
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Heartfelt Tribute to Papa

Shreyan Gothivarekar
Elder Grandson (Naati)
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Heartfelt Tribute to Papa

Viaan Srivastava
Younger Grandson (Potaa)
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Heartfelt Tribute to Papa
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6. MEMORIES FROM FAMILY ARCHIVES
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Heartfelt Tribute to Papa

From the archive - INTERVIEW

Interviewee: Suresh Chandra Srivastava

Interviewer: Arun Saxena

Arun: Please tell me something about yourself and career

Suresh: | was born and brought up at Gorakhpur. My Grandfather
was a Zamindar (Landlord).

My father's name was Sri Avadh Bihari Lal. He was a senior
Government Auditor. He was a very loving and caring person. My
mother’s name was Smt Ishwari Devi. Unfortunately, | lost her in my
childhood. | was raised by my choti mother Smt. Kamaldani Devi
who was a very affectionate person. | lost her about 15 years back.
Out of the three loving brothers and four sisters, | unfortunately lost
my younger brother Sushil in 2004.

| studied at St. Andrews college, Gorakhpur. | am professionally
{ qualified as a MALLt. in the subject of English. | started my teaching
career from Faizabad as a lecturer of English. After that, | taught at
Government College of Gonda and Sultanpur. Thereafter, | was
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transferred to Queen’s College, Varanasi. | served there for almost 15 years. Varanasi is my ‘Karm
Bhoomi’.l was then promoted as an Education Expansion Officer at SCERT, Allahabad and retired as a
Principal from Government College, Deoria, UP.

Arun: Tell me something about your personal life.

Suresh: | got married to Vidyawati Srivastava in 1964. She is a very sincere, responsible, hard-working
and caring woman. Simple living and high thinking is her motto. . She has taken a very good care of my
family and I. My mother-in-law and father-in-law were very affectionate.l have four children; two sons and
two daughters. They are well educated, well placed, very loving and caring. | am proud of them. | attribute
their success to the value-based upbringing provided by their mother. My sons-in law and daughters-in-law
are also very well-, loving and caring member my family. My four grandchildren are amazing. They are cute,
fun loving, intelligent and talented. They are our lives.
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Heartfelt Tribute to Papa

Arun: Are you areligious person by heart?
Suresh: | am not superstitious but | strongly believe in the Almighty.
Arun: What is your fithess mantra?

Suresh: | do Pranayam in the morning and take few pieces of soaked badam along with 3-5
pieces of hard black pepper. | am regular with my evening walks and enjoy good sleep.

Arun: What are your hobbies?

Suresh: My hobbies are reading magazines and religious books, writing poems in Hindi,
knitting, cooking and doing embroidery work.

Arun: Your favourite songs and singers?

Suresh: My favourite songs are “Saranga Teri Yaad me”
My favourite singer is Late Mukesh

Arun: What is the mantra that you follow?

Suresh: Do good karmas and be good to others.

Arun: What is your advice for the family?

Suresh: ‘Money is for Life’ Money is not Life

Yra =T sregiefer |




Heartfelt Tribute to Papa
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Heartfelt Tribute to Papa
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Heartfelt Tribute to Papa
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Heartfelt Tribute to Papa
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Heartfelt Tribute to Papa
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